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Harrison Bergeron Analysis and Discussion
The main theme in Harrison Bergeron is equality. The author aims to address the fact that forced equality does not guarantee individual freedom. Fundamentally, the article highlights how equality should not imply that everyone should be the same such that their unique abilities are suppressed, as this does not allow for individual freedom. In the story, equality is enforced through government control by government agents such as the Handicapper General. The government intentionally places handicaps on any individual who is exceptional in “intelligence, beauty, or strength” so that everyone becomes “normal” (Joodaki & Mahdiany, 2013). This is a poor attempt at achieving equality and freedom since their “normal” is defined as being non-exceptional (Joodaki & Mahdiany, 2013). As such, George’s exceptional intelligence is suppressed since he had a government-enforced mental handicap radio in his ear that would produce noise anytime he tried to think. We can therefore infer that government enforcement of equality may take away individual freedom, which is the essence of equality.
In Harrison Bergeron, Vonnegut mirrors the lack of individual responsibility in today’s society. In the story, although the people are disgruntled at the government-enforced rules concerning equality, they remain complacent about taking the individual responsibility to try and change that situation. For instance, George does not want to take the responsibility of reducing his handicap burden, claiming that if he did so, then everyone would, and they would “be right back to the dark ages again, with everybody competing for everybody else” (Joodaki & Mahdiany, 2013). Additionally, he does not make any effort to understand why the handicaps are placed on them (Joodaki & Mahdiany, 2013). This mirrors the current society where people are not satisfied with the government-enforced laws but are not willing to take the responsibility of trying to change them. Harrison Bergeron could be compared to influential activists across history such as Martin Luther King Jr. since he not only took the personal responsibility of going against the government enforced handicaps by taking them off, he also tried to free others in the process. Additionally, Harrison Bergeron was murdered for his efforts.
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